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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
1971-1974

Charles R. Longsworth

It is my privilege to submit to you a report on the first
four years of Hampshire College, of which I have been
President for the last three, since June 1971.

~ In the preface to The Making of a College, the key planning
. document which Franklin Patterson and I wrote at flank speed

;;ié'__l:';six weeks in the summer of 1966, Mr. Patterson said:

#The establishment of Hampshire College means that
- a host of practical problems be met and solved. The range
of these problems, in their size and complexity and num-
ber, is very great. Meeting and solving them will test the
full resources of initiative and imagination that a new
‘Board, a new faculty, and new administrative leadership
“can bring to bear. More than this, establishing Hampshire
College will test the meaning of interinstitutional coop-
*‘ération in the Valley. There is always the possibility
de Tocqueville wrote of, that men may ‘refuse to move
altogether for fear of being moved too far,’ that they may
not make, ‘when it is necessary, a strong and sudden effort
to a higher purpose.” The establishment of Hampshire and
‘. the strengthening of the Valley complex will require many
ands and much time. Most of all, it will require in the
beginning ‘a strong and sudden effort’ by men and women
I“Who are convinced that such a venture is worth the bold-
“". ness and energy it costs.”

] The cost in energy has been high, the demand for boldness
E large. Now it is time to begin to report the results. To report
g fdly and to the satisfaction of observers and participants in the
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