
Is the activity a systematic inquiry to 
develop or contribute to public 

knowledge and understanding? (for 
more info see Research Definition)

Activity is research. Does 
the research involve 

obtaining information 
about living individuals?

Does the research involve 
intervention or interaction 

with the individuals?

Is the information individually 
identifiable? Can the identity of 

the subject be readily ascertained 
by the investigator associated 

with the information?

Is the information considered 
private? Private information in 
the context of Hampshire’s IRB 

is any information not 
accessible to the public.

This activity is research 
involving human subjects.

Does the research involve 
sentive populations (children, 

elderly, prisoners, etc.) , 
sensitive topics, or is it 

occuring abroad?

Your research MUST be 
reviewed by the IRB as 

a FULL REIVEW.

Your research may be 
considered for EXPEDITED 

REVIEW and MUST be 
reviewed by the IRB.

You do not need to 
file with IRB, but 

other Federal, State, 
or Local laws and/or 

regulations may 
apply.

Your research may 
be considered 

EXEMPT, but you 
should fill out an 

IRB to register your 
work with 

Hampshire. 

You do not need to file 
with IRB, but other Federal, 
State, or Local laws and/or 

regulations may apply.

You do not need to file 
with IRB, but other 

Federal, State, or Local 
laws and/or regulations 

may apply.
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