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A note from the Author of The Southern Nuyorican:
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A mixture of cherry picked quotes; facts that are self-serving and selective; a collection of misinterpretations; and 
misquotations in today’s media has without a doubt portrayed Islam as a violent religion. What is amusing is that 
majority of the Muslims in the world; however follow a religion in which 113 out of 114 chapters of the Quran, 
the Holy book of Islam begins with introducing the God of Islam as a God of Mercy and Compassion. 

One of the hot and controversial topics that many people in the Western world seem to be confused about is 
the relationship between the phenomenon of suicide bombings, a relentless act of violence, and Islam. Radical 
Islamists around the world have indeed put out this idea that their actions are justi!ed in Islam. But is it though? 
Let me refer to Professor Robert Pape of University of Chicago, one of America’s leading terrorism experts, who 
studied every single case of suicide terrorism between 1980 and 2005 and he concluded:

“"ere is little connection between suicide terrorism and Islamic fundamentalism or any of the world’s religions, 
rather what nearly all suicide terrorist attacks have in common is a speci!c secular and strategic goal to com-
pel modern democracies to withdraw military forces from territory that the terrorists considered it to be their 
homeland.”

Gallup carried out the biggest poll of Muslims around the world of 50,000 Muslim and 35 countries. 93% of 
Muslim rejected 9/11 and suicide bombings, and the 7% who didn’t, all went and polled in focus groups stated 
political reasons for their support for violence, not religious reasons. Here we are talking about a 1,400 year old 
global religion followed by 1.6 billion people in every corner of the world, a quarter of humanity, of all back-
ground, cultures and ethnicities. 

Let’s assume for the sake of argument, that the suicide bombers/attackers are motivated by Islam. If Islam is 
motivating these people, if Islam is responsible for it, why aren’t the rest of the Muslims doing it?

Let’s say there are 60,000 terrorists in the world, in reality there aren’t, but let’s assume for the sake of argument 
that there are. "at still consists of 0.001% of the Muslim population globally. What about the rest of the 99.99% 
of Muslims who see Islam as a source of their identity, of hope, solace, of spiritual ful!llment, and whose identi-
ties are smeared by a mere minority of fanatics and extremists?

Islam and Non-Violence
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Untitled 
(My Past Remains in Me as Scars)
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People Dead. People Unburied. Tossed at sea. People die and their death leaves nothing but pain, memories, and 
question. A People die and we are left with the unremembered pain and the questions.
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To the Privileged U.S. 
American Hampshire 

Student in Denial:
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Leading to Shokazoba!s removal from the 
Hampshire Halloween Lineup, 

10/28/2013 via Facebook
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Editor’s Note: Through the following four pieces, we hope to help provide insight and 
clarity regarding the circumstances and events that surrounded the removal of the 
band, Shokazoba, from the 2013 Hampshire Halloween band line-up.
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A Message from the Hype Committee, 
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Message from Dean of Students, 
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TimeSOURCE* 
"e “SOURCE Time with the College” dialogue series 
is a space created for students of color and 
international students to further engage in productive 
discussions with our instituition’s president, 
administrators and College o#ces that began last 
Spring 2013 with the SOURCE community Dialogue 
with President Jonathan Lash (refer to Inside Vol. 5 
Issue 2 Second Edtion for report on that meeting).
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Community Advocacy Union and  
Identity Based Housing
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Earth, Wind & Water

Far, far away in a distant galaxy exists a magical world, a world so magical 
it de!es the very laws that govern nature. From the $orescent beige capitals 
in the indigo night sky to the bright green neutrinos blasting upward from 
the rocky lava shores hover four feuding mountains. In the north sky rules 
the blue mountain god who’s visible interior held all sea life and produced 
immense bodies of water, with every clock like turn followed tsunamis and 
limnic eruptions. To the south lived the yellow mountain god, whose very 
presence created winds stronger than solar winds produced by the solar 
systems gigantic sun. To the East stood the white mountain god whose inte-
rior produces a black $ame, a $ame so destructive that it burns through time and space itself, making the creation of universal 
phenomena, like black holes and magnetars, seem like child’s play. "e !nal mountain is one with pristine and grace, to the west 
stood the graceful brown mountain goddess whose interior produces life, while her exterior produces powerful branches and 
tress that exceeds both dark matter and gravity in strength. All four mountains have unique hybrid identities, both natural and 
human. 

In the mountain gods and goddess distant past they all exited in natural isolation. "ey knew nothing of one another, only that 
there was something far greater than their own understanding. But nonetheless, they were blissfully ignorant. "ey all under-
stood and were pleased with the environments that they lived in, satis!ed with their level of knowledge. "e white mountain god 
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was not satis!ed. He hated not knowing things; fore he believed that he was entitled to explore, to acquire and control all envi-
ronments. He hated the idea of existing in isolation; fore he believed that globalization is key to acquiring a more universal peace 
through gaining knowledge. He simply hated not knowing. So one day he embarks upon a journey to learn everything there is to 
know about the world he lives in. 

“Today is the day I venture into the world,” the white mountain god says pulling back his apex. His core starts to rumble 
as the environment around him suddenly disappears into his pale white beastly belly. “I’m ready.”

All of a sudden massive black $ames shoots out the top of the mountain, blasting into the sky, in$aming everything in its path. 
Even time couldn’t out run its destruction. "e white mountain gods $ame created smaller black $ames that would spread to 
every corner of the planet acting as his eyes, on his search for new knowledge. On his journey to develop in!nite knowledge, the 
!rst mountain god he encounters is the blue mountain god of the northern skies. "is is where things get real.

“"ese black $ame are destroying everything,” "e blue mountain god says. 
“"ese are the $ames produced by my core. Isn’t it wonderful?” 
“No! You’re destroying everything,” He says enraged, “Who are you?”
“I am the white mountain god of the eastern skies and I’m in search of new knowledge, I’m sorry for burning everything 
but it’s the only way I know how to learn. So you’re going to let me destroy your land so that I can develop new knowl-
edge about the beautiful world we live in.” He says intrigued by the blue mountain god’s physical di%erences. “Can you 
produce black $ames from your core?” "e white mountain god asks.
“No, I cannot. You are in the northern skies where I, the blue mountain god, rule, over all creation. So I’ll let you on a 
little secret…get the hell out of my domain before drench and destroy your pathetic black $ames.” 
“I am here on a mission to gather more knowledge and I will not be turned around, by your petty wants and lack of 
understanding. So I’ll let you in on a little secret…either you let my black $ames devour everything that exists here or I’ll 
destroy you instead.” 
“I will not sit back and let you kill everything that exists here, so that you can develop more knowledge about the world. 
You are going down white mountain god.” 
“So be it.” 

 “Let’s go.” 

While the center of the white mountain god begins to open black $ames start to boil inside his stomach. "ey begin to say

“Die, blue mountain god, die,”

But the blue mountain god refuses to back down, fore he has too much riding on this one encounter. He begins to form massive 
whirlpools over the head of the white mountain god, attempting to smash this immense body of water down on the white moun-
tain god’s head. Quickly reacting to his attack, the white mountain god instantly pulled back his apex and sent black $ames $ying 
upward, dismantling the powerful water attack. "e blue mountain god was surely impressed by his opponent’s level of speed and 
strategically began to transition from attack mode into the defensive by forming a massive water barrier to protect him from the 
black $ames. "e white mountain gods apex begins to close as he begins to form more black $ames in his belly. 

“I’ll destroy you,” the white mountain god says feeling more and more con!dent a&er destroying the blue mountain god’s 
!rst water attack.

“Don’t get comfortable, you haven’t seen the best of what I can do,” says the blue mountain god jumping into the air, like 
a kangaroo. When the white mountain god draws his body back, attempting to follow the blue mountain gods move-
ments, he was in awe at what he saw. "e blue mountain god had transformed his mountain shaped body into  liquid 
water, that stretched across the entire sky. Lite by the universes natural illuminations, the blue mountain god had gained 
con!rmation because he was now in allegiance with the universe and all its power. Galaxies, stars, planets, entire solar 
systems became visible. Even dark matter decided to come out of hiding and show some support, but the white mountain 
god was not intimidated. He says:

“"at’s nothing.” 

He then opens his belly and launched black $ames into space, piercing through the blue mountain god’s liquid body and destroy-
ing the fabric of the universe. 
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